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Status of Claims 

This action is in reply to the remarks and amendment for Application 09/870,142 filed on 10 February 
2.011. 

Claims 2-10, 16-31 remain cancelled. 

Claims 1, 11-15, 32-34 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10 February 2011 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
In the remarks filed, Applicant argues the following: 

(1) That Dllip doesn't teach or suggest a system that automatically analyzes multiple user accounts in 
a proactive manner, on its own Initiative, without any prompting from the user, 

(2) That Dllip doesn't teach the same information recited in the claims which recite in part "to access a 
plurality of financial institutions and to repeatedly search on-line credit card account and on-line 
checking account records of a plurality of actual financial accounts maintained by the plurality of 
financial Institutions for recent purchases. 

(3) That Dllip teaches accessing financial institutions and obtaining balance information whereas the 
invention as claimed recites automatically using a third-party Internet connected gateway to access 
financial Institutions to search financial account records for recent purchases. 



In response to (1), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Dilip recites: 
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"The system and methods described herein perform an automated analysis of multiple accounts to 
determine whether those accounts are optimized..." (C2 L59-61) - discloses the feature of 
automatically analyzing multiple financial accounts. 

"The system and methods described herein may operate in a proactive manner , such that the various 
recommendations are generated without any action or request by the user. The financial management 
system described herein may regularly analyze a user's account and make recommendations, if 
appropriate, on its own initiative , without any prompting from the user." (C4 L8-14) - discloses 
automatically (without prompting from the user) analyzing financial accounts which necessarily implies 
being able to access records pertaining to those accounts. 

"The financial management system is able to automatically access the user's accounts by using the 
login name and password for the account, which is provided by the user when identifying the user's 
accounts to the financial management system." (C14 L47-51) - discloses automatically accessing a 
user's accounts. 

The above disclosures thus teach wherein the system automatically analyzes multiple user accounts in 
a proactive manner, on its own initiative, without any prompting from the user. It should be pointed 
out that any system, before being able to function or operate automatically on its own without any 
further prompting, necessarily requires an initial action or "prompting" from a user in order to be set 
up properly to perform the expected functions. As such, arguing that a claimed feature which recites 
the phrase "automatically" differentiates itself from a disclosure which teaches automation of an action 
with a degree of prompting action from a user is insufficient. The rejection is therefore maintained. 

In response to (2), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Dilip recties: 

"Various attributes associated with an asset account and/or a debt account are discussed herein. 
These attributes are used to analyze various accounts and make recommendations that would benefit 



Application/Control Number: 09/870,142 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3695 

the account holder... Although particular examples are discussed herein with reference to interest 
rates, it will be appreciated that the methods and systems described herien are applicable to any type 
of attribute ." (C4 L36-44) - discloses accessing a plurality of financial accounts wherein any type of 
attribute pertaining to the account may be accessed and analyzed which include actual transactions. 

"The user of client computer 136 may access financial management system 138, for example, to have 
the system analyze the user's financial accounts ." (C5 L64-66) - dislcoses accessing a plurality of 
financial accounts in order to obtain any type of information. 

"A report generator 236 generates various types of reports, such as account activity history ." (C8 Lll- 
12) - discloses accessing account activity history which includes past transactions. 

"Additionally, the logic rules selected for a particular user may change over time as the financial 
management system learns more about the user's payment or spending habits . For example, if the 
user regularly makes a $1000 payment from a particular checking account on the 15 th of each month... 
For example , if the user has too many expenses (i.e., the current month's expenses exceed the user's 
typical monthly income" (C9 L6-10; C10 L17-19) - discloses accessing past transaction which include 
payment and/or spending ("purchase") transactions. 

The above disclosures thus teach accessing a plurality of financial institutions to repeatedly search on- 
line credit card account and on-line checking account records of a plurality of actual financial accounts 
maintained by the plurality of financial institutions for recent purchases. The rejection is therefore 
maintained. 

In response to (3), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Dilip recites: 

"A financial information provider 116 is coupled between network 108 and client computer 114. 
Network 108 may be any type of data communication network using any communication protocol." 
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(C4 L58-61) - discloses a separate (3 rd party) entity ("financial information provider") coupled 
between a network and client computer. 

"Each of the financial institution servers 102, 104, and 106 are typically associated with a particular 
financial institution and store data for that financial institution, such as customer account data. The 
market information service server 110 may represent one or more services that collect and report 
information regarding current financial market conditions." (C5 L20-25) - discloses a separate market 
information service server coupled between a plurality of financial institution servers and a user 
computer. 

" Financial management system 138 is coupled to the two financial institutional servers 132 and 134 
via two communication links 148 and 150, respectively. Communication links 148 and 150 allow the 
financial management system 138 to retrieve information from the financial institution servers 132, 
134, and execute transactions on the financial institution servers on behalf of the user of the client 
computer 136 ." (C6 Ll-7) - discloses a financial management system coupled to financial institutional 
servers to retrieve information on behalf of a client computer. 

The above disclosures thus teach using a separate Internet accessible gateway to access financial 
institutions to search financial account records for recent purchases. The rejection is therefore 
maintained. 

The limitations for the claim(s) as written, do not differentiate from the disclosures described above 
and are therefore interpreted broadly. The Office thus asserts that the argued features are sufficiently 
disclosed by the cited reference(s) in view of the current language of the claim recitation. The 
rejections are therefore maintained. 

Independent claims .1.1. 32-34 recite similar subject matter as claim 1 and are rejected under the 
same basis. 
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With regard to each of the dependent claims, the applicant's arguments stand unpersuasive in light of 
the rejection of independent claims discussed above from which the dependent claims depend. 

The Office has given consideration to the remarks and amendments made to the pending set of 
claims, but are considered moot in light of the grounds of rejection, provided below, for the current 
listing of claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office Action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1 , 11-1 5 are rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chancey et al., US 
5,842,185 ("Chancey"), in view of Wood, US 7,050,997 ("Wood'"), in view of Dilip et al., US 
7,797,207 ("Dilip"). 



[Claim 1] (Previously presented) Chancey discloses a forward-looking method for budgeting financial 
resources in an automated fashion to provide a running balance for real-time categorical financial 
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decision making across a plurality of financial accounts, the method comprising: 

establishing a plurality of virtual financial accounts corresponding to budgetary categories 
overlaid upon an actual financial account using a processor device running computer language 
instruction sets stored on a computer readable medium (C3 L25-43); 

Chancey doesn't explicitly disclose: 



Wood, however, makes these teachings (C7 L17-22, L40-47; C8 L41-44; C5 L9-14, L43-45; C8 L63- 
66; Fig. 7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Wood with the disclosures of Chancey as discussed above for the 
motivation of enabling a budgeting analysis tool for comparing current financial data with projected 
financial data (Wood, C4 L54-64). 

Chancey doesn't further explicitly disclose: 

automatically using a third-party Internet-connected gateway to repeatedly access a plurality of 
financial institutions arid to repeatedly search on-line credit card account and on-line checking 
account records of a plurality of actual financial accounts maintained by the plurality of financial 
institutions for recent purchases; 

aggregating the search results using the gateway and displaying the search results over the 
Internet to a local processor device viewable by a user to show the user the updated status of a 
virtual account before making a purchasing decision; 
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These features are expressly disclosed by Dilip, however, in a related endeavor (CI L54-59; C2 L4-12, 
L51-55; C3 L14-17; C4 L4-14, L25-35, L45-54, L58-61; C5 L20-25, 31-33, L38-41, L49-52, L56-67; 
C6 Ll-7, L24-29; C7 L41-43; C8 L4, Lll-12, L26-45; C9 L6-8; CIO L51-53, L56-58, L61-67; Cll L6- 
9, L67; C12 Ll-2; C14 L47-51, L55-58; C15 L35-46, L49-51, L57-61; C16 L19-23, L41-43). Dilip 
discloses as his invention a method and apparatus for analyzing financial data. The invention relates to 
the analysis of financial data and, more particularly, to the analysis of multiple financial accounts and 
other market data to determine whether the allocation of assets and/or liabilities among multiple 
financial accounts is optimal. Dilip further discloses a financial management system automatically 
analyzing multiple user accounts, both asset accounts and debt accounts, in a proactive manner, on 
its own initiative, without any prompting from the user, wherein a client computer is capable of 
interacting with the financial management system via a communication link which in turn is coupled to 
a plurality of financial institution servers allowing the financial management system to retrieve 
account information from the financial institution servers, said account information pertaining to 
account activity history and account balance information. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine and/or modify the invention of Chancey 
with the feature(s) of Dilip as discussed above for the motivation of automatically reconciling a user's 
electronic bank or commercial transaction records for budgeting purposes. 

[Claims 2-10] (Cancelled) 

[Claims 11-15] Claim 11 recites limitations already addressed by the rejection of claim 1 above, 
therefore the same rejection applies. Furthermore, Chancey discloses the structural elements of 
claims 11-15 that perform the recited functionality (C5 L43-46). 



[Claims 16-31] (Cancelled) 
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Claim 3 2 is rejected under U.S.C. 103(a1 as being unpatentable over Chancey et al., US 5,842,185 
("Chancey"'), in view of Wood, US 7,050,997 ("Wood"'), and further in view of Dilip et al., US 
7,797,207 rP\\\p"). 

[Claim 32] (Previously presented) Chancey discloses a forward-looking method for managing 
financial resources in an automated fashion for real-time categorical financial decision making 
across a plurality of actual financial accounts comprising: 

allocating transactions to an account selected from the plurality of virtual accounts (C3 L46-51; 
C4 Ll-5); 



Chancey doesn't explicitly disclose: 



processor device establishing fixed budgets for each of the virtual accounts; 




Wood, however, makes these teachings (CI L54-67; C2 L2-5, 7-9; C3 L35-37; C5 L43-45; C7 L17-22, 
L40-47; C8 L41-44, L53-67; C5 L9-14, L43-45; C8 L63-66; Fig. 7). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings of Wood with the 



Application/Control Number: 09/870,142 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3695 

disclosures of Chancey as discussed above for the motivation of enabling a budgeting analysis tool for 
comparing current financial data with projected financial data (Wood, C4 L54-64). 



Chancey doesn't further explicitly disclose: 



using communications gateway to access a plurality of financial institutions and to search on-line 
records of the plurality of financial institutions representing a plurality of actual accounts for 
purchases on credit card or other financial instruments; 



These features are expressly disclosed by Dilip, however, in a related endeavor (CI L54-59; C2 L4-12, 
L51-55; C3 L14-17; C4 L4-14, L25-35, L45-54, L58-61; C5 L20-25, 31-33, L38-41, L49-52, L56-67; 
C6 Ll-7, L24-29; C7 L41-43; C8 L4, Lll-12, L26-45; C9 L6-8; CIO L51-53, L56-58, L61-67; Cll L6- 
9, L67; C12 Ll-2; C14 L47-51, L55-58; C15 L35-46, L49-51, L57-61; C16 L19-23, L41-43). Dilip 
discloses as his invention a method and apparatus for analyzing financial data. The invention relates to 
the analysis of financial data and, more particularly, to the analysis of multiple financial accounts and 
other market data to determine whether the allocation of assets and/or liabilities among multiple 
financial accounts is optimal. Dilip further discloses a financial management system automatically 
analyzing multiple user accounts, both asset accounts and debt accounts, in a proactive manner, on 
its own initiative, without any prompting from the user, wherein a client computer is capable of 
interacting with the financial management system via a communication link which in turn is coupled to 
a plurality of financial institution servers allowing the financial management system to retrieve 
account information from the financial institution servers, said account information pertaining to 
account activity history and account balance information. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine and/or modify the invention of Chancey 
with the feature(s) of Dilip as discussed above for the motivation of automatically reconciling a user's 
electronic bank or commercial transaction records for budgeting purposes. 
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Claim 3 3 is rejected under U.S.C. 103(a1 as being unpatentable over Chancey et al., US. 
5,842,185 ("Chancey"), in view of Wood, US 7,050,997 ("Wood'"), in view of Dilip et al., US 
7,797,207 rP\\\p"). and further in view of Goldsmith, US 6,064,990 ("Goldsmith'"). 

[Claim 33] (Previously presented) Chancey discloses a forward-looking method for budgeting financial 
resources in an automated fashion for real-time categorical financial decision making across a plurality 
of actual financial accounts comprising: 

allocating transactions to a virtual account corresponding to the type of transaction using the 
processor device (C3 L46-51; C4 Ll-5); 

Chancey doesn't explicitly disclose: 



Wood, however, makes these teachings (CI L54-67; C2 L2-5, 7-9; C3 L35-37; C5 L43-45; C7 L17-22, 
L40-47; C8 L41-44, L53-67; C5 L9-14, L43-45; C8 L63-66; Fig. 7). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings of Wood with the 
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disclosures of Chancey as discussed above for the motivation of enabling a budgeting analysis tool for 
comparing current financial data with projected financial data (Wood, C4 L54-64). 

Chancey doesn't further explicitly disclose: 

automatically periodically searching online financial records maintained by a plurality of financial 
institutions using an Internet-connected gateway for transactions made on a plurality of a user's 
credit cards; 

These features are expressly disclosed by Dilip, however, in a related endeavor (CI L54-59; C2 L4-12, 
L51-55; C3 L14-17; C4 L4-14, L25-35, L45-54, L58-61; C5 L20-25, 31-33, L38-41, L49-52, L56-67; 
C6 Ll-7, L24-29; C7 L41-43; C8 L4, Lll-12, L26-45; C9 L6-8; CIO L51-53, L56-58, L61-67; Cll L6- 
9, L67; C12 Ll-2; C14 L47-51, L55-58; C15 L35-46, L49-51, L57-61; C16 L19-23, L41-43). Dilip 
discloses as his invention a method and apparatus for analyzing financial data. The invention relates to 
the analysis of financial data and, more particularly, to the analysis of multiple financial accounts and 
other market data to determine whether the allocation of assets and/or liabilities among multiple 
financial accounts is optimal. Dilip further discloses a financial management system automatically 
analyzing multiple user accounts, both asset accounts and debt accounts, in a proactive manner, on 
its own initiative, without any prompting from the user, wherein a client computer is capable of 
interacting with the financial management system via a communication link which in turn is coupled to 
a plurality of financial institution servers allowing the financial management system to retrieve 
account information from the financial institution servers, said account information pertaining to 
account activity history and account balance information. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine and/or modify the invention of Chancey 
with the feature(s) of Dilip as discussed above for the motivation of automatically reconciling a user's 
electronic bank or commercial transaction records for budgeting purposes. 



Chancey doesn't further explicitly disclose: 
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notifying the user of the transactions as record of the transactions are obtained from the financial 

Goldsmith, however, makes this teaching (CI L53-64; C4 L47-59). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teaching of Goldsmith with the 
disclosures of Chancey as discussed above for the motivation of notifying a user of account activity 
(Goldsmith, CI L51-52). 



Claim 34 is rejected under U.S.C. 103(a1 as being unpatentable over Chancey et al., US 5,842,185 
("Chancey'"), in view of Wood, US 7,050,997 ("Wood'"), in view of Dilip et al., US 7,797,207 
("Dilip'"), and further in view of Goldsmith, US 6,064,990 ("Goldsmith'"). 

[Claim 34] (Previously presented) Chancey discloses a forward-looking method for budgeting financial 
resources in an automated fashion to provide a running balance for real-time categorical financial 
decision making across a plurality of actual financial accounts, the method comprising: 

establishing a plurality of virtual financial accounts corresponding to budgetary categories 
overlaid upon an actual financial account using a processor device running computer language 
instructions stored on a computer readable medium (C3 L25-43); 

allocating transactions to a virtual account corresponding to the type of transaction (C3 L46-51; 
C4 Ll-5); 

Chancey doesn't explicitly disclose: 
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automatically debiting the virtue; account according to the transaction amount immediately after 

^ > o , m U> 0 o„ " > < < 0 " > \ 

Wood, however, makes these teachings (CI L54-67; C2 L2-5, 7-9; C3 L35-37; C5 L43-45; C7 L17-22, 
L40-47; C8 L41-44, L53-67; C5 L9-14, L43-45; C8 L63-66; Fig. 7). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings of Wood with the 
disclosures of Chancey as discussed above for the motivation of enabling a budgeting analysis tool for 
comparing current financial data with projected financial data (Wood, C4 L54-64). 

Chancey doesn't further explicitly disclose: 

automatically periodically searching online finenciai records maintained by a plurality of financial 
institutions using an Internet-connected gateway for transactions made 
on a plurality of a user's credit cards; notifying the user of the transactions prior to the user 
making a purchasing decision. 

These features are expressly disclosed by Dilip, however, in a related endeavor (CI L54-59; C2 L4-12, 
L51-55; C3 L14-17; C4 L4-14, L25-35, L45-54, L58-61; C5 L20-25, 31-33, L38-41, L49-52, L56-67; 
C6 Ll-7, L24-29; C7 L41-43; C8 L4, Lll-12, L26-45; C9 L6-8; CIO L51-53, L56-58, L61-67; Cll L6- 
9, L67; C12 Ll-2; C14 L47-51, L55-58; C15 L35-46, L49-51, L57-61; C16 L19-23, L41-43). Dilip 
discloses as his invention a method and apparatus for analyzing financial data. The invention relates to 
the analysis of financial data and, more particularly, to the analysis of multiple financial accounts and 
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other market data to determine whether the allocation of assets and/or liabilities among multiple 
financial accounts is optimal. Dilip further discloses a financial management system automatically 
analyzing multiple user accounts, both asset accounts and debt accounts, in a proactive manner, on 
its own initiative, without any prompting from the user, wherein a client computer is capable of 
interacting with the financial management system via a communication link which in turn is coupled to 
a plurality of financial institution servers allowing the financial management system to retrieve 
account information from the financial institution servers, said account information pertaining to 
account activity history and account balance information. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings of Dilip with those of 
Chancey for the motivation of managing purchase limits using budgetary controls. 

Chancey doesn't further explicitly disclose: 

notifying a user over the Internet when a purchase on a credit card or other financial instrument 
has been made as records of the transactions are obtained by the gateway; 

Goldsmith, however, makes this teaching (CI L53-64; C4 L47-59). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teaching of Goldsmith with the 
disclosures of Chancey as discussed above for the motivation of notifying a user of account activity 
(Goldsmith, CI L51-52). 

Conclusion 

Claims 1, ii-15, 32-34 are rejected. 



THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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